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Transformations in Iraqi Media Discourse in the Era of Digital Platforms: From
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Abstract ) * * )
The media environment in Iraq has undergone significant transformations over the past two decades, shifting
from a one-way, traditional broadcasting model to an interactive, multi-platform media space. This
transformation is not merely technological but represents a qualitative leap in the nature of the media discourse
itself and in the relationship between media institutions and the public. This study aims to understand these
transformations and analyze their impact on the Iraqi media discourse. It examines the structural and content-
related changes that have occurred in the Iraqi media landscape with the rise of digital platforms, the effect of
digital interactivity on the relationship between media institutions and the public, and the extent to which media
outlets have succeeded in developing a hybrid model that combines traditional and digital approaches. The

study employed a descriptive-analytical and comparative methodology, along with content analysis and case
studies. It included the analysis of samples of content published on digital platforms, interviews with media
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officials, and field studies on public samples. The study concluded that 80% of established media outlets failed
to fully transition to the digital era, while emerging platforms have managed to rise to the forefront. Two parallel
environments have emerged in digital media: an elite media focused on analysis and a popular media centered
on provocation. Additionally, 60% of digital platforms rely on external funding, which threatens their
independence. Modified digital practices have been developed to suit the Iraqi context, such as using WhatsApp
as a news platform. Digital content reflecting Iraqi identity has also emerged, such as news memes in local
dialects.Keywords: Digital interactivity, Media hybridization, Digital platforms, Iraqi media discourse, Media

transformation.
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