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The Central Metaphor and Its Role in Shaping Subordinate Metaphors
in the Poetry of Youssef Al-Sayegh
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Abstract:

This research examines the central metaphor in the poetry of Youssef Al-
Sayegh, where the concept of the central metaphor is defined as the
dominant image or core idea that governs the text and forms the general
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framework for understanding meanings, thereby allowing the formation of
subordinate metaphors that enhance the aesthetic value of the text. A
selected collection of Al-Sayegh's poems is analyzed to uncover how these
metaphors are understood and how they relate to the main themes the poet
seeks to express. The research demonstrates that the central metaphor
contributes to creating an intimate interaction between the text and the
recipient,  thereby enhancing deep understanding and the multiple
connotations present in Al-Sayegh's poetry. It aims to simulate lived reality
through language that transcends traditional boundaries and to foster a
deeper comprehension of the psychological and social dimensions in his
texts. The research also seeks to present a new critical vision that enriches
literary studies through meticulous analysis of metaphors and their impact
on constructing poetic meanings, highlighting the necessity of rethinking
certain traditional concepts related to metaphor in the context of modern
literary works. Thus, this research contributes to forming a knowledge base
for developing future studies on Arabic literary texts and their strategies of
language use.
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