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Abstract
The concept of smart sanctions emerged during the second half of the 1990s as a response to the increasingly
unacceptable negative consequences of comprehensive economic sanctions at both the international and
domestic levels. Concerns raised within the United Nations, its specialized agencies, states, and civil society
organizations prompted extensive discussions among legal scholars and policymakers regarding the need to
develop a more effective and humane sanctions regime capable of minimizing the adverse humanitarian effects
associated with traditional sanctions. Consequently, a number of international conferences and initiatives were
organized to formulate a smart sanctions approach aimed at overcoming the shortcomings of conventional
sanction mechanisms.The legality of international smart sanctions has since become a significant topic within
the framework of international law. Smart sanctions are regarded as a deterrent punitive mechanism
implemented under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations in situations involving threats to or
breaches of international peace and security. The issue of their legality constitutes one of the principal criteria
for assessing the effectiveness and legitimacy of the international legal order in applying the principle of
legality. The importance of the legitimacy of smart sanctions lies in their ability to secure acceptance and
support from various subjects of international law while maintaining compliance with international legal
standards.In imposing smart sanctions, the United Nations Security Council relies primarily on Article 41 of
the United Nations Charter. These measures were developed to address the challenges arising from the negative
consequences of comprehensive economic sanctions on both international relations and domestic populations.

As a result, smart sanctions have emerged as a model alternative designed to preserve international peace and
security while minimizing harm to innocent civilians and ensuring greater respect for fundamental human rights.
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Through targeted measures directed at specific individuals, entities, or sectors, smart sanctions seek to achieve
political and security objectives without producing the widespread humanitarian suffering often associated with

comprehensive sanctions.Keywords: Smart Sanctions, Security Council, International Legitimacy, Economic
Sanctions, International Peace and Security, Travel Ban.
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