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The Concept of the Unfamiliar in the Play “The Rock” by Fuad Al-Tikarli
Analytical study
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Abstract:

This research addresses the concept of the
unfamiliar in the play The Rock by the
Iraqi writer Fouad Al-Takarli, as an
aesthetic and philosophical approach to
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revealing the dimensions of human and
existential experience in theatrical work.
The concept of the unfamiliar is evident in

The Rock by Fouad Al-Takarli as an
artistic and aesthetic tool used by the writer
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to arouse existential anxiety and break the
traditional framework of realistic theater.
The unfamiliar does not appear as an
incidental element but rather forms the
core of the dramatic structure of the text, as
it is based on the use of symbolic
characters, mysterious events, and abstract
language, in addition to the absence of
clear spatial and temporal boundaries. The
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play revolves around a group of people
who stand helpless before “the rock™ a
heavy symbol with multiple connections
that can be interpreted as fate, a coercive
authority, or an existential crisis.
Keywords: The Unfamiliar, Fuad al-
Takarli, The Rock, Symbolic Theatre,
Waiting, Unfamiliarity, Reception.
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