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Abstract:

This research paper aims to present a
comparative study between two of the
most  significant regional integration
experiments in the contemporary world:
the European Union in Europe and the
League of Arab States in the Arab region.
The importance of this comparison stems
from the fact that both unions possess, in
principle, the structural and strategic
components that could enable them—if
their objectives and mechanisms were
effectively ~ harmonized—to  become
influential global powers, and potentially a
pole capable of balancing major actors
such as the United States, Russia, and
China. The comparison is structured
around several key dimensions, including:
founding conditions, stated objectives,
organizational structures, decision-making
mechanisms, as well as the structural and
political challenges confronting each
institution.  This analytical approach
reveals a fundamental divergence in their
respective trajectories; the European Union
has developed an advanced model of
integration built upon strong institutions
and binding supranational legislation,
whereas the League of Arab States
continues to operate as a coordination-
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based framework with limited
effectiveness and lacks binding authority
over its member states—an issue that has
long hindered deeper integration. The
study also highlights the contrast in
expansion and  sustainability.  The
European Union has succeeded over the
decades in enlarging its membership and
integrating new states into its institutional
framework, while the League of Arab
States  faces  persistent  challenges,
including the suspension or freezing of
some memberships due to internal crises
and political conflicts, as seen in the cases
of Syria and Yemen. The significance of
this comparative analysis emerges in light
of contemporary global transformations,
where globalization—and the  post-
globalization environment—imposes
shared challenges on regional blocs.
Therefore, understanding the structural and
institutional disparities between the two
models becomes essential for assessing the
prospects of regional integration and its
capacity to endure within an evolving
international system.

Keywords: Integration — Cooperation —
Institutions — Challenges — Globalization —
Crises .
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