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Article information Abstract

Received : 25/10/2025  This study aims to examine the origins and development of
Revised 15/1/2026 schools and educational institutions during the Seljuk period,
Accepted : 15/1/2026 with particular emphasis on their architectural and artistic
Published 22/6/2026 aspects. The Seljuks devoted considerable attention to the
Keywords: dissemination of education and the promotion of both
educational institutions; religious and rational sciences, founding numerous
madrasas; Islamic arts; Nizamiyya madrasas that became advanced models for
Seljuks educational institutions in the Islamic world.

Correspondence: These madrasas were distinguished by exemplary Islamic
Mehmet ULUSOY architecture, commonly organized on a four-iwan plan with

expansive internal courtyards, massive arches, and high
domes that provided natural light and ventilation. They
appeared in two principal forms: closed-courtyard and open-
courtyard schools. In terms of ornamentation, the Seljuks
excelled in the use of muqarnas to decorate domes and
entrances, and employed various Arabic scripts such as Kufic
and Naskh to inscribe Qur’anic verses on the walls and
ceilings of mosques and educational buildings. They also
paid careful attention to geometric and vegetal motifs carved
on walls and to the embellishment of fagades with glazed
tiles in blue and turquoise hues. Among the most prominent
examples are the Nizamiyya in Baghdad and Nishapur, and
the madrasas of Tokat, Konya, Kayseri, and Sivas in
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Anatolia. Seljuk architecture left a lasting imprint on
subsequent periods—particularly on Ottoman architecture—
from which many of its architectural, artistic, and aesthetic
elements, as well as traditions of Arabic calligraphy and
Islamic ornamentation, were adopted
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