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Military expansion of the Neo-Assyrian Empire in the western regions
(911-612) BC
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Summary:

The Assyrians were one of the peoples of the Arabian Peninsula who
migrated to Iraq at the beginning of the second millennium BC. They settled in the
northern region and controlled all of Iraqi territory, enjoying its resources thanks to
its strategic geographical location, They established the largest ancient Iragi empire,
stretching from Elam in the east to Egypt in the west, and from Anatolia in the north
to the Arabian Gulf in the south. The Assyrian kings marched their armies into
western regions to acquire essential building materials such as timber, metals,
textiles, and other resources, as well as to control important trade routes and centers
in the Levant. They conquered Syrian cities and kingdoms, as well as Phoenician
cities along the Mediterranean coast, demanding tribute and submission from their
rulers. Their military efforts even extended to conquering Egypt. Their reign was not
without internal strife and conspiracies. Events witnessed plots within the royal
court that claimed the lives of great kings such as Shalmaneser Ill and Sennacherib.
Furthermore, the power struggle between the brothers Ashurbanipal and Shamshi-
sham-ukin, sons of King Esarhaddon, was a major issue. Military campaigns were
also marked by numerous setbacks, including the death of King Esarhaddon before
he could begin his third campaign against Egypt. The kings faced these challenges
with patience, perseverance, and self-confidence. Thanks to the wisdom, patience,
and steadfastness of their kings, the Assyrians ruled over vast areas of the ancient

Near East.
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