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Summary:

This study examines the transformation of the supernaturally gifted
musician from classical mythology, represented by Orpheus, to German tradition in
the tale of the Pied Piper of Hamelin. It argues that the link between the two figures
is not merely a coincidental similarity, but a cultural and intellectual transition that
reflects how European memory in the Middle Ages reshaped older symbols within
local traditions. The study begins with Orpheus as the classical model of a musician
able to influence nature, enchant living beings, and cross the boundaries of the
human world. It then turns to the Pied Piper in German literature and folklore, while
also considering the tale’s historical roots in inscriptions, ecclesiastical records, and
local writings that predate the version later shaped by the Brothers Grimm. A
comparative analysis follows, identifying both parallels and differences between the
two figures and showing how classical influences were transformed in the German
context into a popular narrative. Thus, the research goes beyond a simple
comparison of two myths. It explores the interaction between classical texts and
popular memory in Europe, and how the image of Orpheus was recast in the
German collective imagination as the wandering musician whose music holds
extraordinary power. In doing so, it sheds light on the transmission and
transformation of symbols between mythology and folklore in the making of

European heritage.
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