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The book Al-Itifa" Fi Akhbar al- Khulafa' by Ibn al-
Kardabus, who was still alive in (575AH/1179AD) is
considered arelatively late historical source, yet it preserves
valuable material on the early Abbasid period, particularly
on the role of Viziers between the Foundation of the Abbasid
state in (132AH/749AD) and the death of caliph al-
Mutawakkil in (247AH/861AD). The text sheds light on the
Abbasid Vizierate as a central political and administrative
institutions in managing state affairs.

Ibn al- Kardabus highlights the names of Viziers, the
conditions of their appointment, and their relationships with
the caliphs. the early Abbasids relied on Prominent Arab and
Mawali figures, before the dominance of great family such
as the Barmakids, whose administrative reforms and
centralizing policies deeply shaped the caliphate until their
famous downfall under Harun al-Rashid. The book also
presents biographies of influential Viziers such as Abu
Ayyub al-Muriyani, who organized the state bureaus, and al-
Fadl ibn sahl, the vizier of al-Ma'Mun, who combined
political and military leadership to consolidate the caliph's
authority.

The text also reveals the nature of caliph - Vizier relations,
sometimes harmonious and based on trust, as in the case of
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yahya ibn khalid al- Barmaki with Harun al- Rashid, and
sometimes Fraught with suspicion and rivalry, as seen in the
fate of Ibn al- Zayyat under al- Wathiq and al- Mutawakkil.
The vizierate Was not merely an administrative office, it was
an institution with intellectual, economic, and military
dimensions Viziers often played decisive roles in political
decision- making and influenced major events such as
internal revolts and Conflicts with regional Powers.

From acritical perspective, Ibn al- Kardabus's accounts must
be balanced with earlier sources such as al- Tabari, al-
ya'qubi, and al- Mas'udi, since be often transmitted reports
Without rigorous scruting nevertheless, his work remains
Valuable, refecting how alater andalusian historian
perceived the Abbasid calphate and its key institutions,
especially the vizierata. whickmh stood as the baxhbone of
Abbasid governmance during its golden age.
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