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Summary:

This research examines the various Sufi institutions in Abbasid-era lIrag,
exploring their diverse forms and names, and the social and cultural roles they
played. The purpose of these institutions transcended the purely religious goal of
seclusion and devotion to worship. They evolved to encompass other objectives,
moving away from the traditional Sufi approach of isolation and withdrawal from
society towards integration and interaction with the people, guided by the ethical
principles instilled in Sufis. Sufis began offering advice and guidance, holding
preaching sessions, which garnered them popularity, affection, and respect. This led
to a shiftin public perceptions of Sufism, attracting more people to the faith.

Because Sufism addresses the spiritual and moral aspects of humanity, Sufis
extended a helping hand to all those in need within their communities, regardless of
their religion or sect. This increased the popularity of Sufism in their Arab and Islamic
societies. Sufi institutions became a safe haven during times of war, natural disasters,
and economic crises, serving as a lifeline for many who had strayed morally, guiding
them back to the ethics advocated by Islam. These institutions also opened their
doors to women, working to protect and safeguard them from moral corruption, and
providing them with opportunities for education and self-improvement.

These institutions also played an intellectual and educational role, exemplified by
the establishment of preaching councils that were not limited to Sufis but were
attended by all members of society. These institutions served as a means of
supporting, preserving, and upholding morality. They also became centers for
housing students of religious knowledge who came to Baghdad to study under its
scholars but whose financial circumstances did not allow them to stay in hotels or
rent private accommodations. Furthermore, the libraries that the Sufis were keen to
include in their Sufi institutions were another reason for attracting students and

scholars to frequent and reside there.
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