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Cordoba is one of the most renowned Andalusian cities,
having emerged as the capital of the Umayyad Caliphate
during Islamic rule. It was distinguished by its scientific and
cultural advancement, hosting libraries and universities that
made it a beacon of knowledge in Europe and a destination
for scholars from all directions. The city contained
remarkable landmarks, the most prominent of which is the
Great Mosque of Cordoba, which stands as a testament to the
interactions between different cultures. These features
attracted Spanish and French Orientalists, who devoted
considerable effort to studying Cordoba. In total, they
published 39 scholarly works, of which Spanish Orientalists
produced 20, while the French contributed 19. These studies
covered a variety of fields, including political, artistic,
architectural, intellectual, social, and religious aspects.
Among these areas, political history received the greatest
attention, ranking first among all topics, followed by studies
on architecture, particularly those focusing on the Great
Mosque of Coérdoba --- a unique landmark of the city. The
French orientalist Lévi-Provencal was the most prolific
researcher, publishing about seven works out of the 19
French studies, while among the Spaniards, Hernandez
Jiménez stood out with four studies. These data indicate that
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Spanish Orientalists surpassed their French counterparts by
a margin of one study, highlighting the strong scholarly
interest of both groups in Coérdoba's historical and cultural
heritage
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