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The Employment of Journalism by the Scholar Sheikh Rasheed Al-Khatib (1886-1979): The
Sheikh of Writers and Authors, the Genius of Mosul, Joining the Galaxy of 20th-Century Figures
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Abstract
Mosul represents a cornerstone in shaping the intellectual and religious landscape in the contemporary history
of Iraq, as it gave birth to a vanguard of scholars who led the enlightenment and reform movement. In the
heart of this intellectual labor, the name of the scholar Sheikh Rasheed Salih Al-Khatib (1886—1979) emerged
as one of the most prominent figures of the twentieth century. He masterfully combined the depth of Sharia
sciences with modern tools of modernization, foremost of which were journalism and creative writing. This
research sheds light on Sheikh Al-Khatib's experience in utilizing the available media of his era to propagate
the values of moderation, and to confront the political and social challenges that swept Iraq during the
transition and overlapping between the Ottoman and Monarchical eras, The research aimed to deduce the
approach, career, and personality of Sheikh Al-Khatib through his practical application of the Quran and
Sunnah, and to gather the concepts of centrism and moderation that characterized his personality and
classifications. Additionally, it examines the educational and pedagogical methods he pursued and the paths
he adopted in that regard, highlighting media as one of the most vital traits through which he disseminated
Islam by the power of his knowledge and writings, The study concluded with several recommendations, most
notably: the imperative need to collect and investigate Sheikh Al-Khatib's unpublished manuscripts (which

exceed 36 works) to preserve their scientific and scholarly value; encouraging researchers in the Colleges of
Arts and Education at the University of Mosul to adopt Mosul journalism and its pioneers (such as Al-Khatib,
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Ali Al-Jameel, and Khair Al-Din Al-Omari) as subjects for Master's theses and Doctoral dissertations; and
supporting the Center for Studies at the University of Mosul to establish a specialized digital library that
archives old newspapers and magazines, such as the "Mosul" newspaper (1885) and the "Al-Nahda" and "Al-
Lajnah" magazines.

Keywords: Sheikh Rasheed Al-Khatib, Iraqi Journalism, Prominent Figures of Mosul, Religious Discourse.
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