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Abstract

Pope Pius IX's stance was a pivotal
moment that profoundly impacted the
years of Italian unification. His opposition
to the unification of the Italian kingdoms,
including Rome, had serious repercussions
that affected the course of the process. The
Pope's insistence on retaining his temporal
authority over the Papal States, a power
long enjoyed by his predecessors, coupled
with the potential stripping of his secular
authority and confining his powers to
purely religious matters, made him one of
the  fiercest opponents of Italian
unification. His position was further
strengthened by the widespread support he
received from the French Emperor,
Napoleon IIl, who gave the Roman
question a new dimension and reinforced
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the stance of the Church of Rome and its
leader, Pius [IX, who rejected the
establishment of a unified state under the
leadership of the Savoy dynasty and the
curtailment of Rome and its Church's once
immense power. However, French aid to
Rome was short-lived, especially as
Napoleon 1lI's international diplomacy
began to lose its luster, particularly with
Prussia, with whom he fought his last war,
which also marked the end of his support
for the Pope. Thus, Rome's gates were
open to the Iltalian imperial army, which
succeeded in conquering and annexing it to

the new kingdom .

Keywords: Pius IX, Political Role
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