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Summary:

This research aims to shed light on the nature of the conflict between the
Mu'tazilites and the Hanbalites in Samarra and its political impact on the Abbasid
Caliphate. Samarra was founded by the Abbasid Caliph al-Mu'tasim Billah in 221AH
( 836CE) for security reasons, as he sought to establish a safe haven and residence
for himself and his Turkish soldiers after the deteriorating security situation in
Baghdad. He also desired a new capital bearing his name, a legacy for his
descendants. The issue also lies in the emergence of the Mu'tazilites as one of the
religious groups that sought to interpret Islamic doctrine through reason and logic.
They differed from other groups, including the Ahl al-Hadith (People of Hadith) and
the Ahl al-Sunnah (Sunni Muslims), particularly regarding their five fundamental
principles: monotheism, divine justice, divine promise and threat, the Mu'tazilite
position between the two realms, and enjoining good and forbidding evil. At the
head of the group was Judge Ahmad ibn Abi Du'ad, who influenced Caliph al-
Mu'tasim with the idea of the "createdness of the Qur'an,” a concept that had begun
during the reign of al-Ma'mun (d. 218AH, 842CE). The issue intensified during the
reign of al-Mu'tasim ( 227AH/ 842CE). However, the Hanbalis, representing the
school of Ahl al-Hadith (People of Hadith) and Sunnah, rejected excessive rational
interpretation, adhering to the established doctrine based on the texts of the Qur'an
and Hadith. They then engaged in independent reasoning (ijtihad) and considered
the application of reason, asserting that the createdness of the Qur'an is an essential

attribute of God, eternally pre-existent.
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It is noted that during this period the hadith scholars faced the most severe forms of
persecution and imprisonment. The ordeal began to diminish during the reign of Al-
Wathiq ( 232AH / 874AD) when he released Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal and allowed
him to remain in his house without going out and issuing fatwas. The affection
ended during the reign of Caliph Al-Mutawakkil (274AH / 861AD), who prohibited
holding debates and arguments in councils and the saying about the creation of the
Qur‘an in all regions. This led to a decline in the influence of the Mu'tazilites in the
Abbasid state after they had political influence over the caliphs with a religious
facade. This constituted a turning point towards stability for the people of hadith and
Sunnah, bringing them back to the forefront and consolidating their approach.

Consequently, the close relationship between doctrine and power was revealed.



