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Germany after World War | (Weimar Republic 1918-1933)
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General Directorate of Education in Dhi Qar

Abstract
After the First World War ended and its fires were extinguished, the

Peace Conference was held on the ruins of its remaining ashes, and Germany
was required to agree to the Treaty of Versailles, which was harsh, even
though Germany was burdened with a dire economic situation. As a result of
the defeat, Germany became politically confused, which led to many
revolutions, similar to those that occurred in Russia in 1917, where Emperor
Wilhelm Il appointed Prince Max of Germany as Chancellor. He was known
for his support of free and democratic ideas. The intensity of the disturbances,
rebellions, and revolutions increased, even among workers and the army, until
it led soldiers to rebel and disobey the Emperor’s orders to suppress those
revolutions, and consequently, he abdicated the throne and fled to Holland .
As a result of the country losing its political representative and its imperial
system, Ebert took over its affairs with the desire to lead the country and
establish a republican system, and to establish a republic known as the
Weimar Republic, named after the German city that was its headquarters, and
to announce elections and a constitution that he took upon himself to organize
the country for the post-war period .

During its fourteen years of existence, the Weimar Republic faced many
problems, such as hostile policies and sanctions imposed on Germany by the
governments of the victorious nations in World War 1, the emergence of
extremist parties and movements such as the Nazi Party, and complex
economic problems represented by high unemployment rates and very high
inflation rates .

However, the Weimar Republic was able to overcome many of those
problems and achieved important economic reforms through which it was
able to control inflation, reduce unemployment rates and develop tax laws .
The Weimar Republic was distinguished by a modern constitution that
Germany had never seen before in its history and was considered at the time
to be one of the best constitutions in the world. The Weimar Republic
represented a period of economic, political and partisan conflict in modern
and contemporary German history, but because it paved the way for the later
emergence of Nazism, most historians in Europe consider it a classic example
of a failed democracy .
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