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Contemporary Doctrinal Trends in the Interpretation of the Holy Qur'an
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Abstract

This research examines contemporary sectarian trends in the interpretation of the
Holy Qur’an, while clarifying the concept of Qur’anic exegesis, its foundations, and the
rules upon which exegetes rely in understanding the Book of Almighty Allah. The
research aims to identify the most prominent contemporary exegetical approaches and
to explain those upon which scholars have agreed, as well as those that have been
subject to scholarly disagreement.

The research adopted the descriptive-analytical method and the comparative method
in presenting, analyzing, and discussing exegetical views. The first section addressed
the concept of interpretation, its foundations, and its sources, highlighting the
importance of adhering to scientific principles and methodological controls in the
process of exegesis. The second section dealt with contemporary trends in the
interpretation of the Holy Qur’an, dividing them into agreed-upon trends, namely: the
reformist, analytical, comparative, and thematic approaches; and disputed trends,
namely: the scientific, rational, and guidance-oriented approaches.

The research concluded that the diversity of exegetical trends reflects the vitality of
Qur'anic studies and their ability to keep pace with the requirements of the
contemporary age, while emphasizing the necessity of preserving the recognized
scientific foundations of interpretation. It also showed that some modern approaches
have contributed to bringing the meanings of the Holy Qur’an closer to readers and
addressing issues of contemporary reality, whereas other trends have raised scholarly

debate regarding the extent of their adherence to established exegetical controls.

* Assistant Lecturer Muntadhar Mahdi Amer

muntzermhbe@gmail.com
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