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Post office and its role in military supply and equipment in the Abbasid
era (132-334 AH / 750-945 AD)

Assist lect. Tamadher Turki Abdullah
Prof Dr. Sabih Nouri Khalaf
University of Basra - College of Education for Women
Abstract

The research addresses the military postal service (Al-Barid) during the
Abbasid era and its role in military supply and logistics. The Barid was a
sophisticated governmental communication and transportation system, relied
upon by the state to deliver news as swiftly as possible for administering a
vast empire. It was primarily based on a network of relay stations that
provided fresh horses, allowing couriers and officials to travel with
exceptional speed. For urgent messages, the system widely used carrier
pigeons due to their reliability in traversing immense distances. Furthermore,
river transport served as a rapid means for conveying military news. This
integrated system of postal mounts, couriers, carrier pigeons, and river
transport contributed to effective administrative control and intelligence
gathering makingitafundamental pillar ofthe Abbasidstate'sstrength
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