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Abstract  Keywords  

 

This research deals with the transformations of the syllable in Arabic resulting from 

the lengthening of vowels. The phenomenon of lengthening in the Arabic language 
means transforming the short vowel into a long vowel of the same type, as a 

morphological phonetic phenomenon with semantic and phonetic dimensions. The 
research begins by establishing the term linguistically and technically, reviewing the 
opinions of ancient Arabic scholars such as Sibawayh, Ibn Jinni, Ibn Faris, and others 

who linked short vowels to the letters of prolongation, Considering the movements as 
parts of the letters, the research then moves on to make a precise comparison between 

the old morphological study, which sometimes confined the phenomenon of lengthening 
to the circle of poetic necessity, and the modern morphological study, which views 
lengthening as a process of reshaping the phonetic syllable, in response to phonetic and 

semantic requirements. The research showed that the difference between the two 
morphological studies, the old and its modern counterpart, is due to the mechanism of 

dealing with the structure of the word. The old (standard) morphology relied in many of 
its issues, phenomena, and cases on the idea of origin and branch, or root and derivation, 
In addition to the standardization based on the formal appearance of the word, modern 

morphology came to reinterpret morphological phenomena as a natural extension of the 
phonological system, placing the word in its living, spoken context. The research 

reviews syllabic patterns in Arabic, clarifying the effect of lengthening in transforming 
the short syllable (ṣḥ) into a long syllable (ṣḥḥ), or changing the syllable structure 

within a single word. This gives the word rhythmic balance and aural force. The 
research also details the practical aspects of the lengthening phenomenon, addressing 

the lengthening of pronouns (the third-person singular pronoun, the subject pronoun, the 
second-person singular pronoun, and the plural pronoun, Reaching the effect of vowel 
lengthening in nouns and verbs, the research concludes that the phenomenon of vowel 

lengthening is a systematic syllabic transformation that reshapes the structure of syllabic 
words to achieve phonetic balance and semantic purposes.     
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