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Abstract 

This research examines the situation of the Jews of 

Marrakesh during a pivotal and significant period in 

modern Moroccan history (1948-1956), a time marked by 

the escalation of the national struggle for independence 

and the outbreak of the Arab-Israeli conflict. The research 

also sheds light on the Jewish role both within and outside 

Morocco, as an integral part of the Moroccan social fabric 

and as a party affected by major geopolitical shifts. 

Historically, Jews in Morocco enjoyed a privileged 

position in all political and economic spheres. The state 

considered them an inseparable part of the nation's fabric. 

By 1948, their legal status began to fluctuate between 

domestic laws and international pressures. Despite their 

relative exclusion from direct political life at the beginning 

of the protectorate, 1948 saw their first official 

representation with six delegates in the government 

council. Sultan Mohammed V repeatedly affirmed his 

guarantee of freedoms and equality for all his subjects 

without religious discrimination. 

While the Jewish merchant elite tended to side with 

the French to preserve their privileges, an educated 

minority became involved in the national struggle and the 

Moroccan Communist Party. Nationalist parties, such as 

the Istiqlal Party, attempted to attract and reassure the 

Jews by establishing the "Al-Wifaq Association" to promote 

coexistence between the two groups. 

The Arab-Israeli conflict, beginning in 1948, marked a 

major turning point in the relationship between the Jews of 

Marrakesh and Morocco and its nationalists. The 

establishment of Israel and the Palestine War led to social 

tensions, manifested in the events of Oujda and Jerada. 

Zionist propaganda and political and economic anxieties 

triggered waves of mass emigration of Moroccan Jews, 

which intensified in the following years until 1956. 
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