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Nur al-Din al-Atassi and his political role in Syria (1920-1970)

Dr. Murtada Khalaf Hussein Muzan
General Directorate of Education in Dhi Qar

Abstract
Nour al-Din al-Atassi is a prominent political figure in contemporary

Syrian history, playing a significant role during a critical phase of the Syrian
state's post-independence history. He was distinguished by his affiliation with
the nationalist movement, which rejected any foreign presence in Syria or the
Arab world. His political activity became prominent after the March 8, 1963
coup, when he held important government positions such as Minister of the
Interior and Deputy Prime Minister between 1963 and 1965. He sought to
reconcile nationalist principles with realistic political practices, combining
unity aspirations with security orientations, especially in light of the internal
challenges facing the regime at the time. During this period, he contributed to
imposing internal security by declaring martial law and issuing exceptional
decrees to confront unrest, making him one of the most prominent supporters
of the stability of the ruling regime led by Amin al-Hafez. At the same time,
he was an active participant in nationalist events, particularly at the Arab
League conferences in 1965, where he expressed Syria's unwavering support
for the Palestinian cause.

Al-Atassi assumed the presidency in 1966 following the overthrow of
Amin al-Hafez. During his rule (1966-1970), he adopted a socialist approach,
implementing agricultural reforms and nationalizing industrial sectors,
bringing about major economic and social transformations in the country.
However, these policies could not withstand regional challenges, especially
after the June 1967 defeat, which led to the loss of the Golan Heights. This
was compounded by the failure of Syrian intervention in Jordan in support of
Palestinian factions, which led to deep internal crises and partisan and
military tensions. This period ended with an internal coup that ousted al-
Atassi, followed by his imprisonment for many years. The experience of Nur
al-Din al-Atassi embodies a combination of nationalist ambition and a
difficult confrontation with the complexities of political reality. He was a
political intellectual who sought to reshape the state on a nationalist socialist
basis, but his ambitions collided with the reality of internal conflicts and the
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balance of power. Despite the challenges and harsh endings, al-Atassi
remains an influential figure in contemporary Syrian political history.
Keywords: Syria, Palestine, Youssef Zein, Egypt, Arab.
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