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Ridden City: Manifestations of the Dystopia —Crisis The Aesthetics of the

and the Semiology of the Digital Sign in the Novel 'Cairo of the Lost Day’
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Abstract

This critical study examines the geography of the crisis-ridden city and its transformations in
contemporary Arabic narrative by dissecting the structural and semantic mechanisms of Ibrahim
Abdel Meguid's novel, "Cairo of the Lost Day." It employs the “cultural semiotic approach™ and
the concepts of "liquid realism™ as tools for deconstructing the text. The study delves into the
realms of "digital dystopia” and "the semiotics of the sign,” revealing how the physical space of
the capital city, combined with the digital information flow, has produced a nightmarish and
alienating environment where identity is erased and the individual is estranged. The study
highlights the shift in the features of the traditional novel; the classical aesthetics of depth, based
on the interplay of light and shadow, have been replaced by a flat, digital style relying on "pixel
language™ and code. As a result, Cairo has been transformed from a city embracing intimacy and
history into a technological labyrinth and a prison of notifications and alerts. The study
concludes, in its central finding, that the concept of the "lost day" is not merely a flaw in
individual memory, but rather a psychological defense mechanism and a narrative cry of protest
against the fragmentation of time, the commodification of human existence, and the
transformation of individuals into mere transient data within a grand digital dictatorship
algorithm.

*Instructor. Asst. Sabah Khalid Mohammed Abdullah

gmail.com@73Sabahkhalid
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