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Abstract;

This study examines the transformations of rhetorical discourse in
Morisco literature as it moved from poetry to secret letters under the
political and religious pressures that followed the fall of Granada, It
adopts a descriptive, analytical, and comparative approach, drawing on
discourse analysis and cultural rhetoric to identify the expressive strate—
gies that shifted from poetic declaration to allusion, concealment, and
symbolic encoding, The corpus consists of selected Morisco poetic
texts and secret letters, within the limits of available edited sources and
related studies, while distinguishing original textual evidence from illus-
trative examples used tor rhetorical clarification. The study concludes
that Morisco rhetoric was not merely an ornamental device; rather, it
functioned as a cultural strategy for preserving religious and linguistic
identity and as a safe means of communication under surveillance. The
findings show that allusion, metonymy, metaphor, and symbolic en-
coding produced a double—layered discourse whose surface may ap—
pear emotional or social, while its deeper level carries religious, cultural,

and resistant meanings.
Keywords; Rhetorical Discourse, Morisco Literature, Poetry, Secret

Letters, Cultural Identity, Rhetorical Encoding, Cultural Rhetoric
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