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The structure of the Umayyad state and its institutions in Andalusia

during the Caliphate era (316—422 AH / 929—1031 AD)

Dr. Khaled Ahmed Saleh
College of Education for Girls
University of Anbar

Gmail edw.khaled_3120@uoanbar.edu.iq

Keywords: Umayyad institutions in Andalusia

Summary:

This study examines the administrative system of al-Andalus during the
Umayyad Caliphate (316—422 AH / 929—1031 CE), focusing on the structure and
functions of its principal governing institutions, including the caliphate, vizierate,
hijaba (chamberlainship), police administration, and naval organization. The
research aims to analyze the nature of these institutions and assess their role in
consolidating central authority and maintaining political stability.

The study concludes that the proclamation of the caliphate marked a significant
transformation in state organization, strengthening centralization and redefining
high administrative offices in accordance with the expanding political and military
influence of the state. The hijaba, in particular, evolved into a powerful executive
office, while the vizierate and police played crucial roles in governance and internal
order. Naval organization emerged as a strategic response to external threats and
maritime challenges.

The research demonstrates that institutional cohesion was a fundamental factor in
the strength and longevity of the Umayyad state in al-Andalus, whereas its

imbalance contributed to the decline of the caliphate in its final phase
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