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Abstract:

Social interpretation is considered one of the most significant
modern approaches to Qur’anic exegesis, as it seeks to elucidate
the social values embedded within the Qur’anic text and relate
them to human society. It addresses various societal issues and
derives principles that contribute to reform and development.
This approach emerged prominently in the modern era as a
result of the social transformations experienced in the Muslim
world, prompting some exegetes to highlight the normative and
reformative dimensions of the Qur’anic text aimed at guiding and

improving society.
Al-Tahir Ibn Ashur is regarded as one of the leading scholars who
emphasized social interpretation and applied its principles. In
the introduction to his tafsir, he underscored the importance of
the higher objectives (maqa id) of the Qur’anic text, particularly
those concerned with reforming people’s conditions in both their
worldly life and the Hereafter. This reflects his deep engagement
with the social dimensions of the Qur’anic message. One of his
primary aims was to clarify the foundational values upon which an
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Islamic society is built.

The study demonstrates that social interpretation in Ibn Ashur’s
work was not presented as an independent theoretical framework
or through a precise definition; rather, it appeared in an applied
form within his exegesis of Qur’anic verses. Through this approach,
he derived social principles and general rules intended to regulate
social life. The study also establishes that this approach is closely
linked to Ibn Ashur’s maqa id-based methodology, as he relied
on the objectives of Islamic law in understanding and interpreting
the Qur’anic text. This enabled him to offer a renewed vision that
integrates textual interpretation with social reality.

Furthermore, the research highlights the main areas in which
Ibn Ashur applied social interpretation, including issues related
to the family, the status of women in society, moral values, and
the principles of social justice and social solidarity. In this regard,
the study concludes that Al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir represents an
important model of social interpretation in the modern era, due to
its reform-oriented vision that effectively connects the Qur’anic
text with lived reality.
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