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Iranian-Chinese Relations 1979-1997

Assist lect. Ibtisam Saud Kanoun
University of Basrah - Center of Basra and Arabian Gulf Studies
Abstract

Following the success of the communist revolution in China in 1949, the
Chinese government sought to improve its image and present itself as a
country with which the rest of the Third World could coexist. Iran, with its
strategic location and vast oil reserves, was a crucial link in China's path
toward building successful relations with the outside world. The 1960s
witnessed dramatic shifts in the foreign policies of both China and Iran. As
Sino-American relations began to improve, so too did Iranian-Soviet
relations. The Shah perceived a decline in Iran's importance to the United
States following the US-Soviet détente. He sought to exploit China's energy
needs and increase its influence in the Middle East. However, the Shah, who
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had laid the foundations for Iranian-Chinese relations, fell from power in
1979. After a period of strained relations, both countries recognized the need
to revive them due to the deterioration of Iranian-American relations. This
allowed for the development of Iranian-Chinese relations in various fields,
particularly during the Iran-Iraq War.

Keywords: Iran, China, Oil, Middle East, Arabian Gulf.
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