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Imam Ali's (peace be upon him) use of Quranic verses in Nahj al-
Balagha
Dr. Arwa Abdul Wahid Rahim

University of Basrah - Center for Basra and Arabian Gulf Studies

Abstract
The Holy Qur’an has been a source of intellectual inspiration throughout

the ages. From this perspective, the concept of employing Qur’anic verses
emerged as a means to serve the idea of a text or reinforce its meaning
without compromising their original significance. Imam “Ali (peace be upon
him) employed Qur’anic verses in his sermons, wisdom sayings, and counsels
in various forms and patterns that reflect the harmony between his approach
and the Qur’an. He did not merely use Qur’anic verses as quotations; rather,
he employed them in specific ways that enhanced the objectives of the
Qur’anic message and supported the intellectual context of his words. This
form of usage serves as both citation and metaphor, adding spiritual and
intellectual depth
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