[YAY]

[Sgl) Lualdl) QAN (s i) (ha (ASke )Ny i) (i) B (gAY G g Lua
SSal) e (galad)

[Sagl) pualdd) AN s gidl) (ha (ASke )Ny ddbad) (ulail) B (gAY &) g L
SOl yie (salad)
»a A& Qe .aa

RETYLRVAL RN W S 15 Olauad alal L.
YOYoNY[Ve sl f s I S —Banl) daals
Leilal)

@ S G G age il gl ) @l A i) dalsal) (b Jeall 138 Gy
b sl o oDl Hhe salall/igrngd) Gualdll (Al ny O w2l S palady)
Gl diay Al pliaall age 8 JSE 8 gl Ll e ) e palal) asaly
LY 13a g Ll el HURY Lhensy il (6,€ jolae 3D Jelin )50 Bl igia

Cina e (i) Lgagd Al cVianl Lo Yy edanbead) Clud) Jo¥) Canaall Jliy
Lis o 1g5)8 aalig alall Gluwge Qhlaal e @lld o (5 Leg LSy 43Sl Al
el dlalid) s e K5 cduadaly Al Gl gy ¢ SE Cnaall Wl L yaall Lealss
2hkally Caliall sl Lilal) cilujles e 43530 138 5580 Loy cJlny By Lade SIL
Bpse O Apde pe Gin LS AL Lol alely lelias ) cilad (gAY A Sall
Ky of ofa S 1) glacay LKAl sLad) ) 5 adall sadill F el 128 ekl
‘ ISy daaedl) culadall g 1381,

Go BaS ES B gl A Dbl GLu) Aot Gl Gl
dugeaal) Jgal) il ) ) S Ll Cag N ol Lnasdall G lsSH e el (il ghadall
cliiad) lgle @ Al

OS s et dale dadi o Al a1 @Sl Sl placa O ) Aabal) alas
CY) 13 el e 3all o Aadine cilae Danndag duidg danbin Jalse G hae ol Aias
cblinall Jelal) 138 egin 8 GalaD (KA ol Bl sale) dnaal ) 50 0yl painls
cedall 2l e a5 Le e Bleall dsa B Gand) Alialse 85 pin S5
alehall (Sl cald) ccilaghiall plua (i) @il Sl dalita) clall)
LGS Mgl Asbunad)

(PY YT Olyi> — ¥ adal YY whomedl ) &xenyl csluslyd Alzea



[YAY]

[Sgl) Lualdl) QAN (s i) (ha (ASke )Ny i) (i) B (gAY G g Lua
SSal) e (galad)

The Loss of Intellectual Heritage in al-Andalus (Its Causes and
Consequences) from the Conquest to the Fifth Islamic Century/ Eleventh
Century CE
Assist lect. Ageel Mohammed Jabir Al-Hamdan

Prof Dr. Ansam Ghadhban Aboud Al-Bahili
University of Basrah - College of Arts

Abstract
This study examines the principal factors that led to the loss of a significant

portion of the intellectual heritage of al-Andalus from the Islamic conquest up
to the fifth century AH / eleventh century CE. Despite the remarkable
scientific and cultural flourishing that characterized al-Andalus and
contributed substantially to the wider Islamic civilization, a considerable
body of its scholarly production has not survived. The research adopts an
analytical approach that highlights the interaction of three major dimensions
that collectively shaped the circumstances of this loss.

The first dimension addresses the political factors, particularly the
transformations that occurred following the weakening and fragmentation of
central authority, which resulted in the instability of scholarly institutions and
the decline of their capacity to preserve intellectual output. The second
dimension focuses on religious and doctrinal causes, most notably the state’s
adoption of the Maliki school as its sole official doctrine. This stance
generated exclusionary practices toward other intellectual and doctrinal
currents, including the destruction of their works and the accusation of their
proponents of heresy, as seen in the case of Ibn Masarra and his followers.
This section underscores the impact of doctrinal rigidity in impoverishing the
intellectual landscape and contributing to the loss of works that could have
enriched philosophical and theological scholarship.

The third dimension examines natural causes that contributed to the
disappearance of a substantial number of manuscripts, whether through
natural disasters or through climatic conditions that damaged the organic
materials on which these works were written.

The study concludes that the loss of Andalusi intellectual heritage was not the
result of a single cause, but rather the outcome of a complex interaction
among political, religious, and natural factors that collectively undermined
the continuity and preservation of this legacy. The findings highlight the
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importance of re-examining the intellectual history of al-Andalus in light of
these interwoven dynamics and emphasize the need for continued efforts to
safeguard what remains of its scholarly heritage.

Keywords: Andalusi intellectual heritage, manuscript loss, Maliki school,
political conflicts, intellectual persecution.
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