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The Role of Craftsmen and Artisans in Transforming the Social
Structure and Diversifying the Social Fabric in Iraq during the Abbasid
Era (132-656 AH / 750-1258 CE)

Assist lect.Ibrahim Raghael Jebur Yukhan
Prof. Dr. Zachia Abdul Razzaq Hassan
University of Basrah - College of Arts

Abstract:

The Abbasid era (132-656 AH / 750-1258 CE) is considered one of the
most transformative periods in the history of Iraq. The class of craftsmen and
artisans was a vital and influential social stratum, yet it has remained largely
overlooked despite its profound impact on shaping the reality and
development of Iraqi society. The role of this class was not confined to the
economic aspect as the backbone of daily life in major Iraqi cities; it extended
to become a pivotal factor in changing the social structure and diversifying
the social fabric. Craftsmen and artisans contributed to shaping the identity of
urban society, creating channels for social progress, and redefining inter-class
relationships.

Hence the significance of this research, which proceeds from the premise that
craftsmen and artisans were not merely passive actors in the social landscape,
but rather were active agents in the process of social transformation. The
research aims to uncover the mechanisms through which this group
influenced the reshaping of Iraq's social fabric during the Abbasid era by
classifying its categories, assessing its impact on social mobility, and
exploring the nature of its interaction with other social groups. It seeks to
provide a comprehensive vision that reveals the profound social dimension of
the role of crafts and industries, which were a fundamental pillar in building
the edifice of civilization in Iraq during the Abbasid period.

Iraq witnessed significant industrial and artisanal prosperity during the
Abbasid era, fueled by the diverse origins of its craftsmen and artisans, which
enriched both culture and industry. The artisan class formed a pivotal
economic and social force that contributed to transforming society from a
tribal to an urban one and reduced social disparities.

Keywords: Craft, Industry, Social Fabric, Social Structure, Iraq,
Abbasid Era.
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