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Abstract:

Argumentation is considered one of the functions of language; indeed, it is a
fundamental function that precedes language’s informational function.
Therefore, cohesion and sequencing in discourse are grounded in a
rhetorical/argumentative wager rather than in purely informative value.
Linguistic argumentation—whose leading figure is Ducrot—represents a later
stage of rhetorical argumentation. It relies on two types of linguistic components
that fulfill the argumentative function of language: argumentative connectors
and argumentative operators/markers. This study addresses linguistic
argumentation as it appears in one of the prose genres—the genre of the
maqama (maqamat). The corpus consists of magamat composed in the Ottoman
era, both printed and published. This period is often regarded as neglected, as it
has not received the attention it deserves from researchers and scholars. Many
still view it as an age of stagnation and cultural and artistic decline, despite the
fact that history witnessed a vast amount of works and encyclopedic
contributions left by the scholars of that era. This circumstance motivated me to
approach this topic and explore its dimensions. Moreover, studies that dealt with
the Ottoman period as a whole were scarce, whereas those devoted to the art
(genre) of magamat are almost nonexistent. Accordingly, this research focuses
on argumentation, specifically limiting itself to the mechanisms of linguistic
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argumentation represented by argumentative connectors and argumentative
operators/markers.
Keywords: Mechanisms; Argumentation; Ottoman magamat.
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