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Symbolic Dimension of Architectural Ornamentation in Abbasid
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Summary:

This research explores the symbolic dimension of architectural decorations
in Samarra, the second capital of the Abbasid Caliphate, highlighting the artistic
transformations in Islamic ornamentation during the 9th century AD (3rd century
AH). The central problem of the study lies in moving beyond traditional descriptive
analysis toward an interpretation of the philosophical and political significances
embedded within geometric and floral patterns. Utilizing a historical-analytical
methodology, the study is structured into three sections: the first examines the
historical and technical framework of Samarra’s emergence and the role of stucco in
shaping its identity; the second focuses on the artistic analysis of decorative
elements (floral, geometric, and calligraphic); and the third concludes with the
symbolic dimensions rooted in the philosophy of abstraction and its relationship to
concepts of Monotheism (Tawhid) and Power.

The study finds that Samarra’s decorations, particularly the Third Style (Beveled
Style), represent the first abstract revolution in Islamic art, where decorative units
shifted from mimicking nature to visual symbols reflecting infinity and the absolute.
Furthermore, the research demonstrates that ornamentation in Samarra served as a
tool to consolidate the prestige and centrality of the Abbasid Caliphate, establishing
the city as an artistic school that influenced Islamic architectural styles for centuries

to come.


mailto:ahmedabtin71@gmail.com

