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Abstract: The Nasrid dynasty of Granada, founded by 

its founder, faced both internal and external 

challenges. The most prominent of these were the 

opposition movements that challenged his political 

project to consolidate his rule in Andalusia. These 

movements arose from the transitional period 

following the decline of the Almohad Caliphate and 

the fragmentation of central authority, which allowed 

for the emergence of competing local powers. 

The most significant opposition movements included 

rebellions by local leaders and city chiefs who refused 

to submit to Ibn al-Ahmar's authority. The sultan also 

faced opposition from remnants of Muslim forces 

seeking to maintain their independence. 

Furthermore, shifting alliances played a significant 

role in fueling the opposition. Ibn al-Ahmar was 

sometimes forced to ally with the kings of Castile to 

confront his internal rivals, a move that angered 

some Muslim factions who viewed it as a dangerous 

concession. Constant military pressure from Christian 

kingdoms also contributed to escalating internal 

tensions. 

Despite these challenges, the Nasrids, through their 

political acumen and flexibility in managing alliances, 

were able to limit the influence of the opposition 

movements and establish a political entity that 

endured for over two centuries. 
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