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The Shas Party and its political role in Israel 1983-2003
Dr. Saad Ali Na'aim

General Direcation in Basrah
Abstract

Israel's political system is classified as a parliamentary democracy, where
political parties and movements form the core of public policy formulation,
both domestically and internationally. In this context, the Shas party stands
out as a prominent political phenomenon embodying the attempt to organize
Sephardic Jews (of Eastern origin) along ethnic lines, despite the
predominantly religious character of its discourse and organizational
structure. In a short period, Shas has established itself as a significant and
influential political force in Israeli decision-making, both through its
consistent participation in coalition governments and its growing popular
support. The party's importance lies in its adoption of a representative
discourse that articulates the concerns of Sephardic Jews, who have long
suffered marginalization within Israel's predominantly Ashkenazi (Central
and Eastern European) political structure.
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