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The Arabian Gulf in European Politics 1507-1794: From Portuguese
Domination to the Decline of French Activity
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University of Anbar

Gmail 3li. Ahmed@uoanbar.edu.iq
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Summary:

Since the 16th century, the Arabian Gulf has witnessed increasing interest
from European colonial powers due to its important strategic location as a link
between the continents of the Old World and its position on the most important
trade routes leading to India and Southeast Asia. Therefore, these countries began to
aspire and strive to gain a foothold in the Arabian Gulf region. Portugal was among
the first European countries to plan for dominance over the Arabian Gulf. Its colonial
activity began in 1507 when it sent a naval expedition led by Afonso de
Albuquerque, which succeeded in occupying Hormuz Island, a vital trading center in
the region. This expedition was driven by several motives, most importantly
controlling maritime trade, eliminating Ottoman dominance, spreading Christianity,
and securing trade routes to India. Portuguese control continued until 1623, after
which a competing European power entered the Gulf, the Dutch, which began its
naval activity in 1623. The Dutch objectives in the Gulf were to completely control
trade routes and eliminate other colonial powers, such as the Portuguese. They
established trade relations with local powers, strengthened the Dutch East India
Company's presence in the region, and their activity continued until 1766. Before

their presence ended, a new European expansionist power, France, entered the Gulf.
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lts activity began in 1664, and it was no different from its predecessors in its
expansionist goals: the desire to control this region as a link between its colonies in
Africa and Asia, to compete with other European powers for control of the Middle
East, and to dominate maritime trade in the Gulf markets. Its presence continued
until 1862. Although each colonial power used its own methods to control the Gulf,
this did not eliminate the two main obstacles to expansion. The first was the colonial
competition itself for larger territories, and the second was the emergence of local
powers that rejected the European presence on their lands. Thus, we can say that the
European powers' expansionist goals were not easy; rather, they were fraught with
difficulties. This led

to its weakening, then its demise, and its departure from the Arabian Gulf

region



