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The Semantic Disclosure of Punctuation Marks in the Poetry of
Muzaffar AlI-Nawab

Ali Hassooni Ashlaka
Ahmed Hussein Hasan AL-Saedi
Anfal MohAmmed Abdul Ameer

Abstract

This study investigates the semantic and semiotic functions of punctuation marks in
modern Arabic poetry, describing them as active elements in meaning production
rather than mere tools for regulating reading. The study hypothesizes that punctuation
in modern Arabic poetry transforms into disclosure structures capable of conveying
psychological tension and political and intellectual tension, and thus compensating for
the vocal tones and physical gestures lost in the transition from oral performance to
written form.

The linguistic and conceptual dimensions of "disclosure" and "signification" are
reviewed through modern semiotic perspectives, particularly Ferdinand de Saussure’s
dyad of the signifier and the signified to assert that punctuation possesses an
evocative energy rivaling the poetic word. Methodologically, the study adopts a
semiotic-analytical approach, incorporating statistical analysis to monitor the
frequencies of these marks across Al-Nawab’s collection to uncover the stylistic and
psychological dominants in his poetic experience.

The practical analysis focuses on several dimensions, notably internal semantic
openness associated with ellipsis, and external openness achieved via question marks,
exclamation marks, and commas. It further examines stylistic phenomena such as
repetitive tension, besieged omission, and semantic solidarity among signs. The study
reveals that the poet utilizes these punctuation marks to intensify feelings of
alienation, protest, and revolution. Finally, the research concludes that punctuation
marks actively construct the emotional and dramatic fabric of the text, thus forming
an essential component in shaping Al-Nawab's poetic experience.

Keywords: Semantic disclosure, Punctuation marks, Muzaffar Al-Nawab, Semiotic
analysis, Semantic openness.
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