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Abstract

Although water is one of the essential sources of life and the main artery for
living beings on earth, it has also become a source of wars and conflicts. With
population growth and water scarcity in the Middle East, the international
community has recognized this problem, and today it has become one of the
issues receiving wide attention at the level of states and scientific centers such
as political, legal, strategic, and geopolitical research institutions. Conflicts and
disputes over water are developing day by day, especially concerning
international watercourses. The absence of agreements between states
regarding international rivers and their utilization has led to the aggravation of
problems, creating disputes and complicating them, as well as increasing
pressure on water resources. Under such circumstances, international legal rules
for the use of rivers, by defining the rights and obligations of states, can provide
solutions to these problems. Analyzing the relevant legal theories on the use of
international watercourses, the prevailing opinion established in international
jurisprudence as a general legal principle is the theory of equitable and balanced
benefits in the utilization of international rivers, considering the river as a single
unit from its source to its mouth. Given the importance of this research from
both legal and practical perspectives, we will shed light on the international
legal system governing the use of water as reflected in international
agreements, customary international law, and general principles of law related
to this subject, while clarifying the legal nature of the utilization of the Sirwan
River in accordance with these rules, as it is considered an international river
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