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Ibn Malik's Choices Diverging from the Basran School and Their Impact
on Grammatical Guidance: An Analytical Study in Light of al-JawjarT's
Commentary on Shudhar al-Dhahab
Assist Lect. Nour Al-Huda Abbas Ali

College of Arts - Al-Mustansiriyah University

Gmail hshsysjzi@gmail.com

Keywords: Poetic License, Sama’, Ibn Malik
Summary:

This study examined a number of grammatical issues cited by al-
Jawjari in his commentary on Shudhur al-Dhahab and attributed to Ibn
Malik, all united by a single underlying principle: the conflict between
transmitted usage (al-sama’) and analogical reasoning (al-giyas), and the
bearing of this conflict on the formulation of grammatical rulings. The study
demonstrated that Ibn Malik was not merely a transmitter of opinions or an
arbitrator between schools of thought, but rather the holder of a coherent
linguistic vision in which he elevated transmitted and authenticated usage
to the status of an independent authority that analogical reasoning alone
cannot override. Among the study's findings is that Ibn Malik was acutely
aware of the distinction between what is particular to poetry as a stylistic
domain and what constitutes a genuine poetic license (al-darura), taking
issue with the Basrans on this very point. He defined poetic license strictly
as that which leaves the poet no alternative thatis, what
compels him to deviate from the norm due to the constraints of meter or
rhyme when no substitute is available. He therefore held that much of what
the Basrans classified as poetic license neither bears scrutiny upon

examination nor satisfies the definition they themselves laid down .
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