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Maritime Trade between Basra and the Coasts of India during the

Abbasid Era (132-334 AH / 750-946 CE)

Abstract

This research examines the maritime trade between the city of Basra and
the coasts of India during the Abbasid Era (132-334 AH / 750-946 CE) as an
integrated economic and civilizational phenomenon that contributed to the
prosperity of the Abbasid state and reinforced its position as a commercial
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intermediary between East and West. The study highlights the pivotal role
played by Basra due to its strategic location at the head of the Arabian Gulf,
which made it Iraq's maritime gateway and a major center for receiving and
exporting goods between the Islamic world and India. The research also traces
the development of ports and navigational infrastructure, analyzes the network
of maritime routes and trade paths that relied on monsoon winds and
astronomical knowledge, and reveals the types of specialized ships and
advanced navigational techniques used on those long voyages. Furthermore, it
reviews the nature of diverse trade exchanges, ranging from spices, hardwoods,
and precious stones imported from India to dates, textiles, and horses exported
from Iraq, in addition to the financial and commercial system that facilitated
these exchanges. It also sheds light on the mutual economic and cultural impact
and the role of established Arab communities in Indian ports in strengthening
commercial and social ties, making this relationship a prominent model of
civilizational interaction through trade in the Middle Ages.

Keywords: Basra, India, Abbasid Era, Maritime Trade, Ports
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