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Challenges Facing the Sustainability of the Strategic Framework
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Summary:

The Strategic Framework Agreement (SFA) is a long-term treaty
signed between the Republic of Iraq and the United States of America on
November 27, 2008, and entered into force on January 1, 2009. Concluded
alongside the Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA), the SFA was designed to
replace the United Nations mandate that had previously governed the
presence of Multi-National Forces in Iraq following 2003. Consequently,
this agreement serves as the cornerstone of modern Iragi-American
relations, transitioning the partnership from a post-invasion phase to a
bilateral cooperation between two sovereign states. Despite domestic
criticism in Iraq regarding its implications for national sovereignty, the SFA
has remained the primary legal and political reference regulating

cooperation between Iraq and the United States for over a decade.
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