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Abstract

This research aims to outline the legal provisions for the crime of demolishing and
sabotaging state sites, bases, and facilities in Iraqi and Emirati law, and to analyze the
similarities and differences between the two legal systems in defining the crime's
elements, penalties, and precautionary measures. The primary objective is to reveal the
effectiveness of legal texts in protecting public and military facilities from acts of
sabotage that threaten the state's security and stability. The research relied on a
comparative approach, through analyzing relevant legal texts in both Iraq and the UAE,
employing a descriptive-analytical approach to interpret the texts and derive points of
agreement and disagreement, in addition to a descriptive approach to presenting the
relevant legal facts. The research reached several conclusions, most notably that Iraqi
and Emirati legislators agreed to impose harsher penalties for sabotage crimes
targeting vital and military facilities due to the direct threat they pose to national
security. The Emirati legislator also demonstrated greater precision in defining the
crime's forms and expanding its scope to include electronic sabotage and tampering
with strategic facilities. The Iraqi legislator, on the other hand, distinguished itself by
linking the penalty to the severity of the damage and criminal intent. It also appears
that UAE law is more advanced in terms of providing for additional penalties and
precautionary measures, while Iraqgi law lacks some of these modern mechanisms that
contribute to achieving general and specific deterrence.
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