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Abstract
This study aims to reveal the spatial variation in the social quality of life in
the city of Balad. It is based on two main dimensions: objective and
subjective. The objective dimension measures a set of quantifiable
indicators, including household size, proportion of young population,
percentage of household heads with higher education degrees, and
illiteracy rates, among others. These indicators can be assessed through
direct measurement methods.
The second dimension is the subjective one, which is represented by the
level of satisfaction with the quality of social indicators and the extent of
their impact on the sense of happiness. The relationship between the
objective and subjective indicators has resulted in various patterns of
quality of life and social well-being, creating a spatially variable situation.
Accordingly, this study serves as a guide for decision-makers in
formulating policies and plans aimed at developing the urban reality and
achieving improvements in the quality of life for the city’s residents.

Thus, this study can be considered an entry point for identifying the main
patterns of diverse human needs in the city of Balad. It relies on measuring
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these needs through an integrated system of social indicators, which
represent effective quantitative tools for illustrating the reality of human
needs and their spatial variations. For several scientific purposes, it is
essential to define both the research problem and its objectives, as the use
of indicators in urban planning contributes to clarifying and identifying
areas that suffer from general problems.

To determine the aggregated objective levels of urban quality of life in the
city of Balad, a composite average of the rankings of residential
neighborhoods is calculated. These are then compared with the overall
mean of the study area, and the deviation from the general average is
subsequently measured.
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