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Abstract:

This study seeks to reveal the importance of social work in the school setting as an
educational process that complements the school's mission of preparing its students for their
working lives. It aims to help students adapt to their environment, discover their talents, identify
their aptitudes and abilities, and provide them with academic and vocational guidance.

Its main objectives are: to understand school social work; to identify the most significant
challenges facing school social work; and to offer suggestions for activating and to submit
proposals to activate and promote this profession in Iraqi schools .

The most important findings of the study are: is a humanitarian profession whose goal is to
develop students, whether by strengthening and developing their abilities, helping them to meet
their needs and confront their problems, or preventing them from falling into them. The emergence
of the school social work profession in society marks a turning point in society's view of education
and the role that schools can play. The training of Arab social workers has relied on the Western
and American model. The profession aims to enable children, pupils, and students in schools to
benefit from school opportunities and experiences to the fullest extent possible, according to their
diverse abilities and aptitudes. It empowers both the learner and the school to increase the learner's
academic achievement, enhance the school's ability to fulfill its social functions, and improve the
effectiveness of educational attainment. One of the most significant challenges facing school social
work is the large gap between the knowledge provided to social work graduates and the actual
realities of school life. This is compounded by the traditional nature of social work institutions in
some Arab countries and their outdated practices. There is a shortage of social workers in schools
who are graduates of sociology and social work departments. Other staff members in the school,
such as teachers and administrators, do not understand the nature of the social worker's role.

In light of the findings, the researcher has put forward a number of proposals, including:
enacting the necessary legislation and social policies that strengthen the role of school social work;
and preventing non-specialists from practicing school social work under various titles. Appointing
as many graduates of sociology and social work departments as possible to schools to address the
growing problems in schools today. Social workers should not be assigned teaching duties and
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should be free to focus on their work in social research offices. Activating the role of social
research offices in Iraqi schools (primary, intermediate, and secondary) due to their significant role
in problem-solving by appointing a sufficient number of social researchers. Developing training
programs for social workers in schools to enhance their skills and keep them abreast of scientific
advancements in the field. Active participation in scientific conferences and seminars in the field of
school social work at the Arab and international levels to benefit from global experiences to
advance the profession and learn about methods of developing it.

Keywords: Social work, school, goals, challenges,
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