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Abstract

The Holy Quran employs storytelling as a primary method for conveying
divine guidance, with a significant portion of its verses dedicated to
narrating the lives of prophets and ancient nations. With the expansion of
comparative religious studies from the 19th century onward, some
Orientalists, adopting a historical-critical approach and relying on
superficial similarities between Quranic narratives and ancient Semitic,
Mesopotamian, and biblical accounts, have tended to mythologize Quranic
stories. This research, using a descriptive—analytical method and a
comparative approach, first clarifies the concept of 'myth" from the
perspective of prominent mythologists (such as Eliade, Cassirer, Lévi-
Strauss, and Malinowski) and the concept of 'story" in the Quran based on
authoritative exegeses. It then undertakes a fundamental comparison of
these two categories across four core axes: "truth—claim (relationship with
history)," "purpose," "origin," and "epistemic function." The findings reveal
that Quranic stories fundamentally and irreducibly differ from myths in
terms of divine origin versus human-cultural origin, guidance and
education as purpose versus symbolic explanation of the world,
historical-reality truth—claim versus timeless-symbolic truth—-claim, and
epistemic—moral function versus psychological-cultural function.
Furthermore, a critique of the mythologizing approach demonstrates that
relying solely on thematic similarities without considering the differences
between the Quranic monotheistic worldview and the polytheistic structure
of myths, as well as neglecting the Quran's corrective role regarding
distortions in previous narratives, constitutes a reductionist and
methodologically flawed perspective. Therefore, labeling Quranic stories
as "'myths" is not only incompatible with the Quran's self-understanding

and lIslamic theological principles but also undermines the guidance
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function and epistemic authority of the Quran. Attention to these
distinctions provides a basis for a deeper understanding of the Quranic
language, more effective utilization of its educational capacities, and
rational defense of the status of Quranic narratives in contemporary

scholarship.
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(2) Mircea Eliade, Myth and Reality (New York: Harper & Row, 1963), 18-20; Ernst
Cassirer, The Myth of the State (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1946), 45.
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Brill, 1920), 134.
(5) Mircea Eliade, Myth and Reality (New York: Harper & Row, 1963), 5-6.
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(2) Toshihiko Izutsu, God and Man in the Koran: Semantics of the Koranic Weltanschauung
(Tokyo: Keio Institute of Cultural and Linguistic Studies, 2002), 26.
(3) Mircea Eliade, Myth and Reality (New York: Harper & Row, 1963), 1-2.
(4) Eliade, Myth and Reality, 5
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(1) Karen Armstrong, A Short History of Myth (Edinburgh: Canongate, 2005), 4.
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