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Abstract

This study examines the political and military relations between the
Ilkhanid State and the Mamluk Sultanate during the reign of Sultan
Ahmad Tegiider, with particular emphasis on his diplomatic efforts to
establish peace with Sultan al-Mansur Qalawun following his conversion
to Islam. Tegiider’s conversion represented a significant turning point in
Ilkhanid policy, as he sought to strengthen ties with the Muslim world
and to alleviate the legacy of hostility resulting from earlier Mongol
campaigns, particularly those associated with the fall of Baghdad and the
widespread destruction and loss of life that accompanied it.

The research problem centers on examining the impact of the
religious transformation of the Ilkhanid ruler on the cautious political
outlook adopted by the Mamluk leadership toward Ilkhanid intentions.
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The study employs the historical-analytical method to investigate
the two diplomatic missions dispatched by Tegiider to the Mamluk
Sultanate: the first in 681 AH/1282 CE and the second in 682 AH/1283
CE. These missions were intended to demonstrate goodwill and bring an
end to the prolonged conflict between the two states. The study
demonstrates that Sultan al-Mansur Qalawun dealt with these diplomatic
initiatives with considerable caution, fearing that they might serve as a
means of influencing senior figures within the Mamluk state. The
findings reveal that these efforts ultimately failed following Tegiider’s
death and the accession of Arghun to power, thereby removing the
political foundation upon which the peace initiatives had been based.

The study concludes that Tegiider’s conversion to Islam brought
about a noticeable transformation in the nature of relations between the
[lkhanids and the Mamluks. Nevertheless, this development was
insufficient to establish lasting peace due to internal political conflicts
and the instability of Ilkhanid rule.
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