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Summary:

The Arabic Literary Renaissance (Al-Nahda) stands as a pivotal milestone in
the history of Arabic literature. This era witnessed a profound cultural cross-
pollination between Arabic literary traditions and those of other nations.
Consequently, prominent intellectuals and writers were compelled to critically
examine the contemporary state of the Arabic language and its lexicography. They
focused on refining linguistic frameworks and purifying the language to resonate
with the spirit of modernity.

Foremost among these pioneering figures was the eminent writer and scholar
Ahmad Amin. Through a series of influential essays, Amin initiated an enlightening
intellectual movement that guided subsequent generations of literary figures. His
linguistic and lexicographical propositions ultimately served as the foundational
cornerstone for numerous subsequent projects in the field.

This research explores Amin’s approach to language and lexicography, which is
structured around three primary axes. The first axis examines the fundamental rules
and origins of the language. The second axis explores the concept of a "new
language”, the language of the future. In this context, Amin engaged with and
systematically countered criticisms that accused the Arabic language of rigidity and
an inability to keep pace with contemporary advancements. He advocated for the
facilitation and simplification of language without compromising its foundational
rules and grammatical roots. Finally, the third axis highlights his call for the urgent
reform of the Arabic lexicon; recognizing the dictionary as the primary vessel
preserving the language, Amin argued that it had become encumbered with
numerous methodological and content-related fallacies that required critical

revision.
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