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Abstract:-

The commercial function represents
one of the most prominent urban functions
and serves as the main driver of economic
life in the city of Al-Qaim. Owing to its
geographical location at the confluence of
the Euphrates River and the desert plateau,
as well as its border extension with Syria,
the city has assumed a pivotal role in
stimulating economic activity and trade
exchange. The city has passed through three
morphological stages in which its
commercial function evolved from a small,
limited market into a diversified
commercial center serving both the city and
the Upper Euphrates region. The area
devoted to commercial uses increased from
0.7 hectares in the first stage to 52.6
hectares in 2023, accounting for 3.7% of
the developed land, with a clear
diversification in activities between
wholesale, retail, and commercial services.
The findings revealed that the main market
constitutes the core of the city’s economy,
supported by the spread of establishments
along the central arterial street and the
international road, where the number of
commercial establishments reached 2,007
employing 2,247 individuals. The study
also identified several challenges, including
rising commodity prices, weak organization
and cleanliness, and spatial imbalance in
the  distribution of establishments.
Therefore, it can be concluded that the
commercial function of Al-Qaim is not
limited to serving its local population, but
extends to meet the needs of the
surrounding region, making it a vital
economic center that requires strengthened
spatial planning and improved services to
ensure the sustainability of its commercial
role.

Keywords: Spatial Distribution, Urban
Development, Urban Morphology, Main
Market, Retail and Wholesale Trade,
Spatial Planning, Commercial Land Use
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