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again, and this influenced generations of
philosophers thereafter. Kojeve approached
Hegel from the perspective of desire and
dialectics, and above all as a representative
of the dialectic between master and slave,
which for him showed the struggle for
recognition that was to be at the center of
his human genesis, and his interpretation of
Hegel’'s famously banned works made them
understandable and relevant to current
debates within the ongoing development of
existentialism and Marxism. Kojeve believed
that Hegel’'s end of history represented not
just a theoretical end point—it represented
the possibility of a real process in a post_
historical society where human freedom and
recognition of the human person would be
achieved. Kojeve’s lectures also introduced a
Marxist perspective to Hegelian philosophy,
which he called “existential Marxism.” He
saw Hegelian dialectics as a forerunner of
Marx’s historical materialism, and added
that the struggle for recognition was a class
struggle. This synthesis allowed French
intellectuals to work at the intersection of
Hegelian and Marxist thought and thus
arrive at a new account of history as a
dynamic process shaped by human desires
and struggles. His ideas laid the foundation
for later thinkers, including Jean_Paul Sartre
and Maurice Merleau_Ponty, who developed
these themes in their own works.

Keywords: history, post_history, natural

time, historical time, rationality, recognition
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Abstract:
Alexandre Kojéve’s lectures on Hegel’s
Phenomenology of Spirit at the Ecole
Pratique des Hautes Etudes in Paris between
1933 and 1939 had a profound impact on
twentieth_century  French  philosophy.
Kojéve reinvented Hegel’s philosophy by
incorporating elements of Marxism and
Heideggerian philosophy in a way that would
never be thought of in France’s intellectual
tradition the

and philosophical same
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