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Sound Structure in the Arabic Linguistic Lesson in Light of Structural
Theory: AComparative Analytical Study
Prof. Dr. Nada Salih Yousif
Abstract
This study investigates the nature of phonological structure in classical Arabic
linguistic scholarship and compares it with the principles of modern structural
theory as established by Ferdinand de Saussure and developed by the Prague and
Geneva Circles. The study proceeds from the hypothesis that classical Arabic
phonological scholarship embedded profound systemic features closely
paralleling modern structuralist concepts. The research employs descriptive-
analytical and comparative approaches, applied to phonological opposition and
assimilation (idgham), drawing on al-Khalil, Sibawayhi, Ibn Jinni, and Ibn Sina
on the Arabic side, and de Saussure, Trubetzkoy, Jakobson, and Martinet on the
structural side. Key findings include: Arabic phonological scholarship possesses
systemic awareness manifested in binary sound classification; a genuine
functional parallel exists with structuralist distinctive features; and fundamental
methodological differences persist between the two traditions.
Keywords: Phonological structure, structuralist theory, Arabic linguistic
tradition, phoneme, phonological opposition, idgham, distinctive features, al-
Khalil, Sibawayhi, Ibn Jinni. )
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