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The Rhetoric of Fronting and Postponing in Surahs Al-((Fatihah and Al-
Baqarah
Prof.Dr. Ahmed Batal Wasseg Al-Mousawi

College of Education - Al-Mustansiriyah University

Gmail dr hhahmed456@gmail.com

Keywords: Fronting — Al-Fatihah — Al-Baqarah
Summary:

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the Worlds, and peace and
blessings be upon the Master of Creation, Muhammad, and his pure and
righteous family and his chosen companions.

The Quranic text is among the earliest divine texts and has been a
significant impetus for most sciences in general, and Arabic science in
particular, since its revelation to this day.

Therefore, the researcher wishes to continue his Quranic research, and this
time | will examine Surahs Al-Fatihah and Al-Baqarah.

Furthermore, | have chosen the topic of fronting and postponing; Due to its
importance and its connection to two branches of Arabic linguistics
(rhetoric and grammar),

| chose the title of my research: "The Rhetoric of Fronting and Postponing in
Surahs Al-Fatihah and Al-Bagarah.”

| selected Al-Fatihah and Al-Baqarah because they are at the beginning of
the Quranic text, and | am studying all the surahs of the Holy Quran.

| divided my research into an introduction and three sections. The
introduction is titled "The Style of Fronting and Postponing — Definition,
Importance, and Reasons." The first section is titled "Fronting and
Postponing in Verbal Sentences,” in which | presented many verses that fall
under this category to demonstrate the rhetorical effect of fronting and
postponing. | repeated this approach in the texts of the following two
sections: the second section, “Fronting and Postponing in Nominal

Sentences," and the third section, "Fronting and Postponing in Common
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Places — Nominal and Verbal" The researcher reached several conclusions,
including:

1- Sentences employing the stylistic device of fronting and backshifting
were linked to the text in which they appeared, through the harmony
between the beginning and end of the Quranic text, as was evident in the
analysis of most of the texts.

2- Fronting and backshifting structures appeared in verbal sentences in a
variety of forms, including (prepositional phrases with the subject,
prepositional phrases with the object, and the object with the verb and
subject).

3- Fronting structures appeared in nominal sentences in two forms:
(prepositional phrases (the predicate) with the delayed subject, and fronting
and backshifting within the predicate clause).

4- Verses containing verbal sentences include numerous rhetorical devices,
often combined with the rhetorical device of fronting and backshifting, to
convey the intended meaning. These devices include imperative and
rhetorical questions (both denial and exclamation), as well as two types of
separation  (near-perfect  connection and  perfect  separation) and
conjunction (agreement in declarative sentences).

In addition to the above, there is also explicit simile and shift in perspective
(from the third person to the second person).

5- Similarly, nominal sentences contain numerous rhetorical devices, the
most prominent being conjunction in declarative sentences and imperative
statements. These, along with fronting and backshifting, contribute to
strengthening the meaning of the text and presenting it in its most eloquent
form.

6- As for the third section (common between nominal and verbal
constructions), it included many examples, including (the prepositional
phrase preceding the subject — verbal construction — and a predicate
preceding a subject following it (in two instances) — nominal construction —

) and another (the prepositional phrase preceding an accusative — verbal
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construction — and the predicate of "inna" preceding the subject of "inna"
following it — nominal construction —). The texts of the structures in this

section included many rhetorical  devices, including (metaphorical
language),  imperative  and  prohibitive  constructions,  conjunction
(agreement of predicates), and separation (near-perfect connection). These
devices were combined with the various instances of fronting and
backshifting between nominal and verbal constructions in order to present
the text to the r in a way that deepens its impact on him and affects him with
what it contains.

7- The purposes for which the (method of presentation and delay) came out
in the three research topics varied between (care, attention, focus and
specialization), and most of them came together in order to support the
intention in presentation and delay, which is to show what is most

important before what comes after it, and to show what is



