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this theory.

The methodological approach adopted in
this study is grounded in a critical analytical
perspective, through which we have
sought to expose many of the fallacies and
methodological impasses encountered by
a number of Orientalists in their adoption
of the theory of “natures and races” as a
primary framework guiding their studies.
Through this critical approach, we have also
attempted to reveal various trends opposing
this theory from within Orientalist circles
themselves. Some among them have
argued that adopting such a theory—and
studying Eastern peoples and societies on
its basis—serves to elevate and reinforce
Western centrism, while simultaneously
working to produce a distorted history of
the “other,” one that aligns with the premises
and colonial and cultural objectives of that

Western centrality.

Keywords:  Trend, Racial, National,
Orientalists, Islamic Conquests
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Abstract
From this perspective, the present study seeks
to examine one of the trends in Orientalist
writing, which we have termed the “racial/
national trend” We have found that this
trend is present in a significant portion of
Orientalists’ contributions concerning their
studies of the societies of Islamic civilizations.
Through the
this trend,

research applications of

negative conclusions and
judgments have been reached—ones that
have remained the subject of debate and
discussion not only among scholars in the
Arab and Islamic fields, but also within
This is

because the methodological foundation

Orientalist circles themselves.
adopted by proponents of this trend relies
on the theory of “natures and races” as a
criterion for classifying Arab and Islamic
societies, and for studying their intellectual,
moral, political, and religious patterns in
light of the determinants and frameworks of
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