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Summary:

This study addresses one of the most delicate issues in the science of Hadith:
the concept of relying upon narrators who have been criticized (al-ruwat al-
mutakallam fithim), both theoretically and practically, through an analytical
examination of the methodology of Imam Muslim in his Sahth. The significance of
this topic lies in its direct relevance to the foundational principles of hadith
authentication and the methodological balance between al-jarh wa al-ta'dil
(criticism and accreditation) and the critical process of selective transmission.

The research aims to define the concept of “hujjah” (authoritative reliance), clarify
the status of narrators who have been subject to criticism, analyze the terminologies
and hierarchical levels of jarh and ta‘dil, and examine Imam Muslim’s criteria in
selecting narrators for his Sahth. Furthermore, it presents applied case studies of
selected narrators who were criticized yet included by Muslim, analyzing whether
their inclusion was in principal chains or merely in supporting narrations, and
whether Muslim deemed them reliable or selectively transmitted from them.

The study adopts a critical analytical methodology based on comparative evaluation
of classical scholarly statements and inductive examination of selected narrators.
The findings indicate that relying upon criticized narrators does not contradict the
principles of hadith criticism; rather, it reflects a nuanced application of those
principles grounded in methodological precision and scholarly judgment. Imam
Muslim’s approach demonstrates rigorous selectivity and adherence to strict

conditions of continuity and freedom from significant defects.
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